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CHARTWELL DUTIRO

MUSICIAN, SINGER/SONG-WRITER, COMPOSER, TEACHER/MENTOR

43 Tudor Road,

Newton  Abbot,

Devon TQ12 1HT

Tel: 01626 324 988

  Mobile:07817 907162

Chartwell7@btinternet.com    

www.chartwelldutiro.com
Chartwell Dutiro is a rare, all-round musician. He is as at ease performing as compiling music for TV.  Esteemed as a soloist and ensemble member, Chartwell’s skills as a teacher are valued by fellow professional musicians as much as children in school and community groups.

Inspirational teacher

Chartwell is an experienced teacher and workshop leader who inspires the very youngest to the more mature.  A frequent lecturer in African Shamanism and culture at the School of Oriental and African Studies where he held the coveted position of an Arts and Humanities Research Board Resident performer-researcher in 2003, Chartwell regularly teaches mbira, dance, percussion and singing in a community as well as school setting nation-wide.  He lectures and demonstrates all over the world. He is a gift to the school curriculum, encouraging children to learn geography, history and wider cultural studies through music and dance. 

Chartwell runs International  Mbira camps throughout the year:   

· ‘Zimbabwe in Devon’ 5 day Camp in July (2009 7th consecutive year)  

· Clan Mbira  Scotland Camp  February (2009  4th consecutive year)  

· Mbira mu Bako (Mbira in the Caves) Mbira gathering in Seuilly France  (Spring and Autumn 2009 5th  consecutive year)

· Mbira pa Gungwa (Mbira by the Sea)  Scarborough  (2009 1st year Dec) 

· Mbira mu Gomo (Mbira in the Mountain) a new gathering in Canada in the Kootenay Mountains, BC starts end of May 2010

He lectures at Universities on World Music, Diversity and Community Music:

· South Devon College: Lecturer in Performing Arts

· Plymouth University: Lecturer in Ethnomusicology

· Edinburgh University, Oxford Brookes, Bournemouth College, SOAS 

· University of West of England  ‘Costwold Chime – Diversity Lecture’

· Dartington/University College, Falmouth

He teaches in schools, primary and secondary, sometimes independently, but also under the umbrella of: 

· Devon Arts in Schools Initiative (DAISI )   

· Recommended Artist Norfolk School Advisory Service (2008 on)

· WREN (Folk Music)

He works with many choirs, both adult and children:

· Voice House; Song Works (Edinburgh)

· Big Sky; The Voice Project (Norfolk)

· Amabile and Poco Girls Choir (Cumbria)

· Heartbeat (Suffolk)

He performs and teaches in a range of  venues:   

·  WOMAD Summer School (2008)  The Tribe of Doris (2008/10)

·  Drum Village: Glen Isla Scotland  (August 2009/10) 

· Workshops on skills in distinctive African music in Devon and Somerset – with Take Art! and Dartington Plus

· Plymouth Music Zone 

· Crediton Rural Arts Music Project Creative Factory workshops for music leaders in collaboration with Queen Elizabeth Community College and The Guildhall

· Global Links workshops with Brannel School, Restormel Arts (Every Culture Matters)  and Dalla – cutting edge Cornish music

· Workshops with Devon elders with Upstream healthy living centre

‘Chartwell Dutiro is a valued artist at DAISI.  He is reliable and experienced and has brought a joyous way of learning about music and stories from Africa to our schools….’  .Zannah Doan, Devon Arts In Schools Initiative

‘A Zimbabwean musician operating in a European environment………….., reflecting on his country and its political and religious background and contemporary challenges, and developing his musical repertoire by keeping connections to the ancestors as he teaches, works and performs….’
Dr Keith Howard, School of African and Oriental Studies

Virtuoso Performer

Whether as singer or instrumentalist, Chartwell excels at bringing European audiences together in their enjoyment of traditional Shona music.  He is a WOMAD Foundation recommended artist and regularly undertakes performances under their auspices.

Recognised as a world-class soloist and ensemble member, Chartwell grew up in Zimbabwe playing Mbira for all night ritual ceremonies and public performances.  The instrument consists of 22 to 28 metal keys played with thumbs and right forefinger, mounted inside a calabash resonator.

From 1986 to 1994 Chartwell toured the world with the legendary Thomas Mapfumo and the Blacks Unlimited, subsequently forming his own multi-national acoustic ensemble Spirit Talk Mbira, a high-energy dance band which tours regularly.

‘The cumulative effect is exhilarating, expansive, utterly without bombast or flash…’  Folk Roots

 ‘You can get up and dance or you can simply sit and reflect on its intricate beauty’   .New African Life

Some Recent  Performances  

· Green Note, Camden London with Spirit Talk Mbira  September 2009

· Serenoa String Quartet, Collaboration and performances  throughout West of England 2007/08/09

· Wymondham High Studio Theatre October 2009

· Acoustic Haven, BVowden House, Totnes, November 2009

· Respect Festival, Exeter, July 2009

· Dartington Great Hall with Spirit Talk Mbira 2007

· In collaboration with ICI, fund raising for Zambuko Community Library, Zimbabwe.  London 2007    (Raised:   £6,000)

· Royal Shakespeare Company: Chartwell composed and performed at Stratford, and then Duchess and Soho Theatres in London 2005/06

· Cardiff  Millenium  Centre   Solo performance  2007

Some of Chartwell’s Collaborations and Projects 

These are too many and various to list but in the last three years include:  

University of Bath: Institute of Contemporary Interdisciplinary Arts   Workshop + Spirit Talk Mbira gig as an introduction to being Artist in Residency  March 2010 

‘Tirivana ve Vhu’ ‘We are the Children of the Soil’   A Zimbabwean Music Documentary 2009 Independent Film makers Ben and Leo Clough   May 2009

‘Afrodisiac’  CD and national tour organised by Welsh composer Charlie Barber

Serenoa Quartet  developing and performing music with this West Country classical music quartet.   An Arts Council award is in the pipeline to collaborate with Neil Martin, the Irish composer, cellist and Uilleann harpist  2008 onwards

Conference, Porto, Portugal ‘History and Diversity;’  with University of West of England:  February 2010

Human Rights Watch Performance at Annual Party, June 2009   On-going work with Anthony Sher

‘Prison Graduates’ : International Award Winning Play from Ghana; Director of Music for BBC World Service Drama  2009  

‘Breakfast with Mugabe’: Royal Shakespeare Company  Chartwell was commissioned by the RSC to compose and perform music for the October 2005 production of Fraser Grace’s play , directed by Anthony Sher.  Initially at the Swan, Stratford, it was transferred to the West End in 2006. A radio version of the play won Silver in the coverted BBC Drama Awards (2007).  

‘Zimbabwean Mbira Music on an International Stage: Chartwell Dutiro’s Life in Music’  ed. Keith Howard and Chartwell Dutiro   SOAS Musicology Series    Published by Ashgate  2007

Children’s Book: Footprints in the Sand  together with West Country Poet  Miriam Darlington.  Chartwell is collaborating on a Zimbabwean fable to be published by Barefoot (International Independent Children’s publisher).  

Recent Recordings and CDs

Dendere Ngoma (Music Nest) with Spirit Talk Mbira   To be Released 3/10

Chivaraidze  (Entertainer)   Mbira music with international mbira players 

Taanerimwe – Chartwell Dutiro with Spirit Talk Mbira live at Gateway Studios 2007

Tatenda – Mbira Music of Zimbabwe: a new release distributed by Sterns Africa 2005

Chimp Week BBC1 Documentary 2006

Numerous releases with Thomas Mapfumo, Spirit Talk Mbira and as a soloist.

Community Musician

Chartwell lives in Newton Abbot in Devon, where he works regularly with community groups.  He has organised several fund-raising performances in support of the links between Ashburton and the Zambuko Community Library project in his village in Zimbabwe.  Website: edu.projects.uwe.ac.uk/zambuko

He is Governor of Ashburton Primary School.  He is on the Board of Directors of Folk South West (which includes being Trustee of the Sidmouth Folk Festival).  

Education

Chartwell holds a Master’s Degree in Ethnomusicology (SOAS)  and diplomas in recording music technology, music business studies and composition. (Kingston University, Surrey).   
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